Pew News

Sunday 16th February, 2020
(The Second Sunday before Lent)
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Collect 
Almighty God,
you have created the heavens and the earth
and made us in your own image:
Teach us to discern your hand in all your works
and your likeness in all your children;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who with you and the Holy Spirit
reigns supreme over all things, now and for ever.
Genesis 1: 1-2: 3
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden;  but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’”  But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die;  for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from 
the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?”  He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.”  He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals
    and among all wild creatures; on your belly you shall go,
    and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”

To the woman he said, i will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing;
    in pain you shall bring forth children, yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”  And to the man he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree
about which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field.  By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust,
    and to dust you shall return.”

The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all living.  And the Lord God made garments of skins for the man and for his wife, and clothed them.
Then the Lord God said, “See, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”—  therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was taken.  He drove out the man; and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim, and a sword flaming and turning to guard the way to the tree of life.

Psalm 136: 1-9
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious,                                                                    for his mercy endures for ever.

Give thanks to the God of gods,                                                                             for his mercy endures for ever.

Give thanks to the Lord of lords,                                                                                                      for his mercy endures for ever;

Who alone does great wonders,                                                                                   for his mercy endures for ever;

Who by wisdom made the heavens,                                                                                               for his mercy endures for ever;

Who laid out the earth upon the waters,                                                                                            for his mercy endures for ever;

Who made the great lights,                                                                                                  for his mercy endures for ever;

The sun to rule the day,                                                                                                   for his mercy endures for ever;

The moon and the stars to govern the night,                                                                       for his mercy endures for ever;
Romans 8: 18-25
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God;  for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope  that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen?  But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
Matthew 6: 25-34
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.  But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?  Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’  For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

 “So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.

In common with general practice in the Church of Ireland, visitors who receive communion in other churches are welcome to receive Holy Communion here.
Anam Cara Cork the organisation that supports bereaved parents, is holding a Bereavement Support Evening on Tuesday 25th February at 7.00pm in the Rochestown Park Hotel, Rochestown Rd, Douglas, Cork. This event will be run in conjunction with Pieta House and Feilacain.  This is a free event and open to all bereaved parents. As we will need to confirm numbers for teas, coffees, etc, please RSVP to info@anamcara.ie before Monday 24th February or call the Information number on 085 2888 888.
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Monday
Badminton – CPH @ 8pm
Tuesday
Annual Review of the Register of Vestry Members for Frankfield will take place at 7.45pm in the Sunday School prior to the vestry meeting at 8pm.

Wednesday
Badminton – Marmullane @ 10.30am
Bible Study in the home of Joan Miller, Ballintemple @ 3pm




Bowls – CPH @ 8pm
Thursday
GIY – St. Mary’s Church Hall, Passage @ 7.30pm

Bible Study in the home of Carol Boylan, Moneygourney at 7.30pm
A Prayer Meeting will take place in the home Kieran Hogan on Tuesday, 25th February at 7.30pm. If you have an interest please contact Kieran at 087/0508024
The Lent Men’s Breakfast will take place in Bull McCabe, Airport Hill on Saturday the 29th February at 9am.  Guest Speaker is Harold Kingston.  Tickets can be bought from Derek Dunne 086/1786264, David & Alan Wolfe – 086/1235865, Keith Dawson - 087/2409965 & Alan Campbell – 087/7444215
Copies of our Lent Book ‘Lent for Everyone’ available at the back of the  church. €5 per copy. Please pay to the clergy.

Items to be included in Pew News should be delivered into Parish Office, emailed to douglasofficecork@gmail.com  or telephoned into the office phone no 4369578 by Wednesday 6pm. ‘Pew News’ can be downloaded each week from the parishwebsiteatwww.douglas.cork.anglican.org.  https://www.facebook.com/douglasunionfrankfield
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