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(Where two or more people are gathered for worship the sentences in bold type are read by all)  

 

 AN ORDER FOR  

COMPLINE  

 

The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. Amen.  

 

Brethren, be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a  

roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: whom resist,  

steadfast in the faith. 1 Peter 5: 8, 9.  

 

But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

O God, make speed to save us.  

O Lord, make haste to help us.  

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen.  

 

Praise ye the Lord.  

The Lord's Name be praised.  

 

PSALM  

Psalm 22          Deus, Deus meus.  
1 My God, my God, look upon me; why hast thou forsaken me: and art so far 

from my health, and from the words of my complaint?  

2 O my God, I cry in the day-time, but thou hearest not: and in the night-season 

also I take no rest.  



3 And thou continuest holy: O thou worship of Israel.  

4 Our fathers hoped in thee: they trusted in thee, and thou didst deliver them.  

5 They called upon thee, and were holpen: they put their trust in thee, and were 

not confounded.  

6 But as for me, I am a worm, and no man: a very scorn of men, and the outcast of 

the people.  

7 All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out their lips, and shake their 

heads, saying,  

8 He trusted in God, that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, if he will have 

him.  

9 But thou art he that took me out of my mother's womb: thou wast my hope, 

when I hanged yet upon my mother's breasts.  

10 I have been left unto thee ever since I was born: thou art my God, even from 

my mother's womb.  

11 O go not from me, for trouble is hard at hand: and there is none to help me.  

12 Many oxen are come about me: fat bulls of Basan close me in on every side.  

13 They gape upon me with their mouths: as it were a ramping and a roaring lion.  

14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart also in 

the midst of my body is even like melting wax.  

15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue cleaveth to my gums: 

and thou shalt bring me into the dust of death.  

16 For many dogs are come about me: and the council of the wicked layeth siege 

against me.  

17 They pierced my hands and my feet; I may tell all my bones: they stand staring 

and looking upon me.  

18 They part my garments among them: and cast lots upon my vesture.  

19 But be not thou far from me, O Lord: thou art my succour, haste thee to help 

me.  

20 Deliver my soul from the sword: my darling from the power of the dog.  

21 Save me from the lion's mouth: thou hast heard me also from among the horns 

of the unicorns.  



22 I will declare thy Name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will 

I praise thee.  

23 O praise the Lord, ye that fear him: magnify him, all ye of the seed of Jacob, 

and fear him, all ye seed of Israel;  

24 For he hath not despised, nor abhorred, the low estate of the poor: he hath not 

hid his face from him, but when he called unto him he heard him.  

25 My praise is of thee in the great congregation: my vows will I perform in the 

sight of them that fear him.  

26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied: they that seek after the Lord shall praise 

him: your heart shall live for ever.  

27 All the ends of the world shall remember themselves, and be turned unto the 

Lord: and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before him.  

28 For the kingdom is the Lord’s: and he is the Governor among the nations.  

29 All such as be fat upon earth: have eaten and worshipped.  

30 All they that go down into the dust shall kneel before him: and no man hath 

quickened his own soul.  

31 My seed shall serve him: they shall be counted unto the Lord for a generation.  

32 They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness: unto a people that shall be 

born, for the Lord hath done it.  

READING  

John 19: 16b – 30, 38 – 42. (an excerpt from the full account of the Passion in John 18:1 – 
19:42) 

The Crucifixion of Jesus 

So they took Jesus; 17 and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is 

called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 18 There they 

crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between 

them. 19 Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus 

of Nazareth,] the King of the Jews.” 20 Many of the Jews read this inscription, 

because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in 

Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 21 Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, 

“Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the 

Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 23 When the 

soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, 

one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven 



in one piece from the top. 24 So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but 

cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfil what the scripture says, 

“They divided my clothes among themselves, 

    and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

25 And that is what the soldiers did. 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s 

sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother 

and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, 

“Woman, here is your son.” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” 

And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 

28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill 

the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they 

put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his 

mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he 

bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

The Burial of Jesus 

38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a 

secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the 

body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his 

body. 39 Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a 

mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 40 They took the 

body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial 

custom of the Jews. 41 Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, 

and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 42 And 

so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they 

laid Jesus there. 

 
 

A short address.  

 

Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.  

For thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of truth.  

 
HYMN  

 



Keep me as the apple of an eye.  

Hide me under the shadow of thy wings.  

 

Preserve us, O Lord, while waking, and guard us while sleeping,  

that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.  

 

NUNC DIMITTIS   Luke 2: 29-32  

1  Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  „  

according to thy word.  

2  For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  „  

which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;  

3  To be a light to lighten the Gentiles  „  

and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  

Glory be to the Father,  

and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning,   

is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

Preserve us, O Lord, while waking, and guard us while sleeping,  

that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace.  

 

 
THE APOSTLES' CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth;  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell.  

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  



the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

Let us pray.  

Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom  

come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our  

daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who tres-  

pass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  

Amen.  

 
Blessed art thou, Lord God of our fathers,  

to be praised and glorified above all for ever;  

Let us bless the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

Let us praise him and magnify him for ever.  

Blessed art thou, O Lord, in the firmament of heaven  

to be praised and glorified above all for ever.  

The Almighty and most merciful Lord guard us and give us his blessing.  

Amen.  

CONFESSION  

We confess to God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

That we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, Through our own  

grievous fault. Wherefore we pray God to have mercy upon us.  

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, Forgive us all our sins, Deliver us  

from all evil,  Confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, And bring us  

to life everlasting; Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

The priest, when present, pronounces the absolution.  

May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and remis-  

sion of all your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and com-  



fort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Wilt thou not turn again and quicken us  

that thy people may rejoice in thee?  

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us  

and grant us thy salvation.  

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this night without sin.  

O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.  

O Lord, hear our prayer  

and let our cry come unto thee.  

Let us pray.  

THE COLLECTS  

 

Lighten our darkness we beseech thee O Lord; and by thy great mercy, defend 

us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only  

Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the silent hours of  

this night, so that we, who are wearied by the changes and chances of this  

fleeting world, may repose upon thy eternal changelessness; through  

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, who at this evening hour  

didst rest in the sepulchre, and didst thereby sanctify the grave to be a bed  

of hope to thy people: Make us so to abound in sorrow for our sins,  

which were the cause of thy passion, that when our bodies lie in the dust,  

our souls may live with thee: who livest and reignest with the Father and  

the Holy Spirit, one God world without end. Amen.  

Visit, we beseech thee, O Lord, our homes, and drive away  

all the snares of the enemy; Let thy holy angels dwell herein   

to preserve us in peace; and may thy blessing be upon us evermore;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

We will lay us down in peace and take our rest.  

For it is thou, Lord, only, that makest us dwell in safety.  

The Lord be with you  

and with thy spirit.  



Let us bless the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

The Almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy  

Spirit, bless and preserve us this night and for evermore. Amen.  
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