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25 October 2020
The Gathering of God's People

The Lord be with you and also with you.
SENTENCES OF SCRIPTURE

Lord, your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. (Psalm 119:105)
Jesus said: ‘One does not live by bread alone but by every world that comes from the mouth of God.’ (Matthew 4:4)
Hymn 
Beloved in Christ, we come together to offer to Almighty God
our worship and praise and thanksgiving,
to confess our sins and to receive God's forgiveness,
to hear his holy word proclaimed,
to bring before him our needs and the needs of the world,
and to pray that in the power of his Spirit
we may serve him and know the greatness of his love.

The minister says

Let us confess our sins to God our Father.

Heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault;
by what we have done
and by what we have failed to do.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ who died for us,
forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

The priest pronounces the absolution.
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Proclaiming and Receiving the Word

Stand

O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth will proclaim your praise.

God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.

Praise the Lord.

The Lord’s name be praised.

FIRST CANTICLE

JUBILATE Psalm 100
1
O shout to the Lord in triumph all the earth;
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his face with songs of joy.

2
Know that the Lord he is God;
it is he who has made us and we are his
we are his people and the sheep of· his pasture.

3
Come into his gates with thanksgiving
and into his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and bless his holy name.

4
For the Lord is good
his loving mercy is for ever,
his faithfulness throughout all generations.


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;


as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.
FIRST READING

A reading from ... Nehemiah 8: 1-4a, 8-12
All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel.  Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month.  He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law.  The scribe Ezra stood on a wooden platform that had been made for the purpose.
So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law.  Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”  So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.”  And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words that were declared to them.

PSALM

Psalm 119: 97-104
Lord, how I love your law!                                                                                                   All the day long it is my study.  
Your commandments have made me wiser than my enemies,                                                 for they are ever with me. 
I have more understanding than all my teachers,                                                                            for your testimonies are my meditation.  
I am wiser than the aged,                                                                                                       because I keep your commandments.  
I restrain my feet from every evil way,                                                                                          that I may keep your word. 
I have not turned aside from your judgments,                                                                          for you have been my teacher.  
How sweet are your words on my tongue!                                                                                       They are sweeter than honey to my mouth. 
Through your commandments I get understanding;                                                                     therefore I hate all lying ways.


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;


as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.
SECOND READING

A reading from the Gospel according Matthew 24: 30-35
Jesus said: ‘Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see “the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven” with power and great glory.  And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.’
SECOND CANTICLE

BENEDICTUS The Song of Zechariah Luke 1: 68-79
1
Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,
who has come to his people and set them free.

2 
The Lord has raised up for us a mighty saviour,
born of the house of· his servant David.

3 
Through the holy prophets God promised of old
to save us from our enemies,
from the hands of those who hate us,

4 
to show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember his holy covenant.

5 
This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hand of· our enemies.

6 
Free to worship him without fear,
holy and righteous before him all the days of· our life.

7 
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord· to prepare his way,

8 
To give his people knowledge of salivation
by the forgiveness of all their sins.

9 
In the tender compassion of our God.
the dawn from on high shall break upon us.

10
To shine on those who dwell in darkness
and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.


Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;


as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.

THE SERMON

A hymn.
THE APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers of the People

The Lord be with you and also with you.

Kneel

Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The versicles and responses may be said.

Show us your mercy, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation.

O Lord, guide and defend our rulers
and grant our government wisdom.

Let your ministers be clothed with righteousness
and let your servants shout for joy.

O Lord, save your people
and bless those whom you have chosen.

Give peace in our time, O Lord,
and let your glory be over all the earth.

O God, make clean our hearts within us
and renew us by your Holy Spirit.

THE COLLECTS

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
Help us to hear them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, 
through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, 
we may embrace and for ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being:
We humbly pray that your Holy Spirit may so guide and govern us
that in all the cares and occupations of our daily life,
we may never forget your presence
but may remember that we are always walking in your sight,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers and Thanksgivings
Gracious God, we thank you for the Bible.

For the prophets, poets, scribes and recorders who wrote it down.
When it was lost you caused people to find it;  when it was in a language people didn’t understand, you called and still call people to translate.  When it was difficult to comprehend you called and still call people to study and interpret.

We thank you for all those who passed your word on to us.  Give us grace to play our part in passing it on to our contemporaries and to the next generation.
Thank you for the words of the Bible, pointing to him who is the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
For the world and the church:
Lord our God, send your grace in these challenging days on all in the world and in the church who make decisions that affect the lives of others. Give them wisdom and energy for the duties that lie on their shoulders. We thank you for all who work in essential services in health, education, essential retail, the Gardaí and all who work at sea; for all who serve in our parish, our diocese and all chaplaincies.  Bless them in their work and help all of us to support them by our words and actions. Draw near in comfort to those who are sick or anxious or in need, or suffering in any way. We ask all this in the name of him who healed the sick and defended the weak,  Jesus Christ Saviour. Amen.
For our young people:

Lord, at this time send your special blessing on all our young people, that even though circumstances have changed they may not lose out on their stage of life or lose heart. Give them patience and hope and help all of us to support each other even when we cannot physically be together. Strengthen our faith that we are never far from you, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
In conclusion, that we may remain faithful:

Remember O Lord, what you have wrought in us and not what we deserve, and as you have called us to your service, make us worthy of our calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hymn 
Going Out as God's People

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Almighty God, we thank you for the gift of your holy word.

May it be a lantern to our feet, a light to our paths, and a strength to our lives.

Take us and use us to love and to serve in the power of the Holy Spirit and in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore. Amen. 
2 Corinthians 13: 14
