The Diocese of Cork, Cloyne and Ross
The Select Vestry of Douglas Union of Parishes.
St Luke’s Churchyard, Douglas.
January 2022 
REGULATIONS.

1. Only Parishioners or Accustomed Members of Douglas Union of Parishes   may purchase exclusive rights of burial prior to the occasion of the first interment.

2. Generally initial rights of burial shall only be granted to members of the Church of Ireland and to adherents of member churches of the Irish Council of Churches.  These graves (single) will only be allocated to persons residing in the environs of Cork City.

3. All graves shall be made by a gravedigger under the supervision of the undertaker, with prior consent of the Rector or person designated by the Vestry.
4. Interments shall take place between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Mondays to Fridays and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays.  In winter, burials must take place before 4pm.  All burial times shall be subject to the approval of the Rector.

5. A coffin must be used for all burials. A maximum of 3 coffins are to be allowed in any single grave.  Each plot shall be 9ft long by 4ft wide and the opening depth is to be a minimum of 8ft.  There must be a minimum of 2ft of soil between the top of the last coffin in any grave and ground level.
6. No new grave shall be allocated within 12ft of the Church.

7. The undertaker must satisfy the Rector and Churchwardens that the legal requirements have been complied with so as to allow the burial to proceed.

8. No coffin shall be opened on Church property.

9. In accordance with the Constitution of the Church of Ireland, the permission of the Rector and the Churchwardens must be obtained before any headstone, flagstone, kerbing or railing is erected. A description of any proposed work is to be submitted to the Rector and Churchwardens on the approved application form before permission can be given.
a) The permission of the Rector must be obtained before any inscription is put on a headstone.

b) In order to facilitate the maintenance of the churchyard the Select Vestry has ruled that no kerbing, railing or surround of any kind whatsoever shall be permitted in plots in Sections P.S.T. and U of the Cemetery or in the ashes plot.
c) The name of the stone mason may not appear on the front of any stone and must be of a discreet size.

d) No headstone should be over 2ft 6in in height from the ground.
e) No trees, bushes or shrubs may be planted on any grave.

f) No glass jam jars or glass containers are permitted on graves.

g) No lights or naked flames may be left unattended on any graves.

h) The Rector and Churchwardens reserve the right to lower any headstone or monument that they consider dangerous so that compliance with health and safety regulations may be maintained.
i) Temporary wooden crosses may be erected by families to mark the grave of a deceased relative.  These should be removed no later than eighteen months after the burial. 
j) Small plants resting in movable containers may be left on graves.  Flowers, synthetic wreaths etc. shall be removed after a reasonable period as determined by the Rector and Churchwardens. 
k) The use of concrete to seal grave plots is no longer permitted. Membrane and chippings may be used
These regulations and graveyard fees will be reviewed by the Select Vestry every 3 years or on the direction of the Diocesan Office.

A copy of these Regulations will be displayed on the Notice Board in St. Luke’s Church.
Should you have any queries please contact

086/1579735

087/2332236

087/2409965
086/8637514

