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Collect
Almighty God,
through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ
you have overcome death
and opened to us the gate of everlasting life:
Grant that, as by your grace going before us
you put into our minds good desires,
so by your continual help we may bring them to good effect;
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

First Reading – Jeremiah 31: 1-6

At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my people.
Thus says the Lord:
The people who survived the sword
   found grace in the wilderness;
when Israel sought for rest,
   the Lord appeared to him from far away.
I have loved you with an everlasting love;
   therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.
Again I will build you, and you shall be built,
   O virgin Israel!
Again you shall take your tambourines,
   and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers.
Again you shall plant vineyards

on the mountains of Samaria;
the planters shall plant,
   and shall enjoy the fruit.
For there shall be a day when sentinels will call
   in the hill country of Ephraim:
‘Come, let us go up to Zion,
   to the Lord our God.’

Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
    his steadfast love endures forever!

2 Let Israel say,
    “His steadfast love endures forever.”

14 The Lord is my strength and my song                                                                                                              
     and he has become my salvation.

15 Joyful shouts of salvation                                                                                             sound from the tents of the righteous:

16 The right hand of the Lord does mighty deeds;                                                                                       the right hand of the Lord raises up;                                                                               the right hand of the Lord does mighty deeds

17 I shall not die, but live                                                                                           and declare the works of the Lord.

18 The Lord has punished me sorely,                                                                                       but he has not given me over to death.

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness,                                                                 that I may enter and give thanks to the Lord.

20 This is the gate of the Lord;                                                                                                           the righteous shall enter through it.

21 I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me                                                                              and have become my salvation.

22 The stone which the builders rejected                                                                            has become the chief cornerstone.

23 This is the Lord’s doing,                                                                                                      and it is marvellous in our eyes.

24 This is the day that the Lord has made;                                                                                               Come, Lord, send us now prosperity.

Acts 10: 34-43

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’

Gospel – Matthew 28: 1-10

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for you.’ So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’


Tuesday
Parish Book Club – St. Mary’s Parish Hall, Passage @11am
Notices
Easter Vestry Meetings: 
Members of the Douglas Union of Parishes are urged to attend the annual Easter Vestry on Tuesday, April 18th at 7:30pm in the main room of Canon Packham Hall. This is the year of the tri-annual elections, so please come and have your say. 
Frankfield’s Easter Vestry will be held on Thursday, April 20th following the 7:30pm.  Holy Communion service led by The Very Reverend Dr Nigel Dunne.

A note for the diary:  Coffee Morning will be held at St Mary’s Church Hall Marmullane  on Saturday 13th May from 10 am- 12 midday. Plants, Raffle and Cakes. Entry €4 includes tea/ coffee and scone. In aid of Parish Funds
Parish Contacts:

Rev. Jean Carney
Tel: 2298810.  E-mail: carneynormajean@gmail.com
Parish Office 

Tel: 4369578. E-mail: douglasofficecork@gmail.com (Friday mornings only)
Parish Website: www.douglas.cork.anglican.org     Follow us on Twitter: @DouglasUnion         
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