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Collect
Almighty and everlasting God,
you hate nothing that you have made
and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent:
Create and make in us new and contrite hearts
that we, worthily lamenting our sins
and acknowledging our wretchedness,
may receive from you, the God of all mercy,
perfect remission and forgiveness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

First Reading: Deuteronomy 32:1-9

“Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak;
    let the earth hear the words of my mouth.
May my teaching drop like the rain,
    my speech condense like the dew,
like gentle rain on grass,
    like showers on new growth.
For I will proclaim the name of the Lord,
    ascribe greatness to our God!
The Rock, his work is perfect,
    and all his ways are just.
A faithful God, without deceit,
    just and upright is he;
yet his degenerate children have dealt falsely with him,
    a perverse and crooked generation.
Do you thus repay the Lord,
    O foolish and senseless people?
Is not he your father who created you,
    who made you and established you?
Remember the days of old;
    consider the years long past;
ask your father, and he will inform you,
    
your elders, and they will tell you.

When the Most High apportioned the nations,
    when he divided humankind,
he fixed the boundaries of the peoples
    according to the number of the gods;
the Lord’s own portion was his people,
    Jacob his allotted share.
Psalm 145:1-13

1 I will extol you, my God and King,
    and bless your name forever and ever.
2 Every day I will bless you
    and praise your name forever and ever.
3 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;
    his greatness is unsearchable.

4 One generation shall extol your works to another
    and shall declare your mighty acts.
5 They will recount the glorious splendor of your majesty,
    and on your wondrous works I will meditate.
6 They will proclaim the might of your awesome deeds,
    and I will declare your greatness.
7 They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness
    and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.

8 The Lord is gracious and merciful,
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 The Lord is good to all,
    and his compassion is over all that he has made.

10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,
    and all your faithful shall bless you.
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom
    and tell of your power,
12 to make known to all people your mighty deeds
    and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
    and your dominion endures throughout all generations.

The Lord is faithful in all his words
    and gracious in all his deeds.

Second Reading:  2 Corinthians 4: 1-12

Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We have renounced the shameful, underhanded ways; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing clearly the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’s sake. For it is the God who said, “Light will shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in every way but not crushed, perplexed but not driven to despair, persecuted but not forsaken, struck down but not destroyed, always carrying around in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. For we who are living are always being handed over to death for Jesus’s sake, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us but life in you.

Gospel: John 4: 31-38

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

   

Wednesday
Holy Communion – St. Luke’s Church @ 11am

Lent Study Group with Rev. Meghan & St. Anne’s – CPH @ 7.30pm
Notices
St. Luke’s Sunday School will take place on Sunday 23rd March at 11.15am.  Collection from the Canon Packham Hall following the service.
New addition to the pastoral team

Finally, I am delighted that the Rev Anne Skuse has recently joined the pastoral team of the parish on a part-time basis until a permanent assistant priest can be appointed.  This is very welcome news (especially for me!), and we are very grateful to Anne and look forward to getting to know her better over the weeks ahead!
Spring Airs Concert in aid of St. Michael’s Centre Bandon will take place on Wednesday 19th March at 7.30pm in Bandon Grammar School.  Spring Airs Favourite Light Music with Majella Cullagh, Eoin Leahy, Chorus and Orchestra with Conductor Frank Buckley.  Tickets are available on Eventbrite.
Parish Contacts:

Rev. Dr. William Olhausen    Tel: 087/1660356  E-mail:wolhausen@googlemail.com

Parish Office 

Tel: 4369578. E-mail: douglasofficecork@gmail.com (Friday mornings only)
Parish Website: www.douglas.cork.anglican.org     [image: image1.png]
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16th March,2025


2nd Sunday in Lent











2nd Sunday before Lent








