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Collect
Almighty God,
whose Son revealed in signs and miracles
the wonder of your saving presence:
Renew your people with your heavenly grace,
and in all our weakness
sustain us by your mighty power;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
First Reading: Isaiah 9: 1-4

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.
The people who walked in darkness
   have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
   on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
   you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
   as with joy at the harvest,
   as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
   and the bar across their shoulders,
   the rod of their oppressor,
   you have broken as on the day of Midian.


Psalm 27: 1, 4-12

1  The Lord is my light and my salvation;
      whom then shall I fear? 
   The Lord is the strength of my life;
      of whom then shall I be afraid?
4  One thing have I asked of the Lord
      and that alone I seek: 
   that I may dwell in the house of the Lord
      all the days of my life,

5  To behold the fair beauty of the Lord 
   and to seek his will in his temple.
6  For in the day of trouble
      he shall hide me in his shelter; 
   in the secret place of his dwelling shall he hide me
      and set me high upon a rock.
7  And now shall he lift up my head 
   above my enemies round about me;
8  Therefore will I offer in his dwelling an oblation
      with great gladness; 
   I will sing and make music to the Lord.
9  Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call; 
   have mercy upon me and answer me.
10  My heart tells of your word, ‘Seek my face.’ 
   Your face, Lord, will I seek.
11  Hide not your face from me, 
   nor cast your servant away in displeasure.
12  You have been my helper; 
   leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1: 10-18

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you should be in agreement and that there should be no divisions among you, but that you should be united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. What I mean is that each of you says, ‘I belong to Paul’, or ‘I belong to Apollos’, or ‘I belong to Cephas’, or ‘I belong to Christ.’ Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

	
	
	
	


Gospel: Matthew 4: 12-23

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the lake, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
   on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—
the people who sat in darkness
   have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death
   light has dawned.’
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.’ Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.

	
	
	
	



Future Notices
Please note that Douglas Union of Parishes Parish Supper is fully booked out!
Cork Diocesan Youth Council: On Friday, 27th February at 6pm the rescheduled 5-a-side Soccer Tournament will take place. Get your teams together and your training started!! Cost €5. Age: Secondary School.  Please contact Hilda Connolly 086 8790623 asap to book your place for this event
Church of Ireland Youth Department in assocation with Alpha Ireland, are organising Life on Purpose.  This is a four week course for any old Christian teenagers (TY and up) who are thinking about how to live out their faith.  The sessions will touch on service, mission and evangelism. They will be running two groups, Sunday at 5pm and Monday at 8pm and will begin on the 22nd and 23rd February and run for four consecutive weeks. See more information on https://youtu.be/ctDVUQabygs?is=vdWehvVyhSPPuWI0. Interested young people can email Luke@CIYD.org to sign up or to ask any questions.

The Church's Ministry of Healing: Ireland is very pleased to announce our first event of 2026 - Be Still & Know, returns, and is facilitated by the Very Rev Paul Draper, Dean of Lismore, and Lydia Monds, Ministry Leader with CMHI. Everyone is welcome to attend any of these sessions, which encourage us to turn towards the Prince of Peace and rest in his healing love. This popular online lunchtime series of gentle sessions will take place on 14th and 21st January, 4th and 11th February, from 1.15-1.45pm. Go to www.ministryofhealing.ie to book
A fundraising concert for Ursuline College Blackrock ‘Musical Miscellany’ takes place in St. Michael’s Church of Ireland, Blackrock on Sunday, 8th February at 6.30pm.  This will be an evening of music from contemporary to classical featuring the Haven String Quartet with guitarist Colin McLean. Tickets available at the door an on Eventbrite. €20 General/€10 Student/Child
Parish Contacts:

Rev. Dr. William Olhausen    Tel: 087/1660356  E-mail:wolhausen@googlemail.com

Rev. Anne Skuse         Tel:086/0239699  E-mail: annemskuse@gmail.com      

Parish Office 

Tel: 4369578. E-mail: douglasofficecork@gmail.com (Friday mornings only)
Parish Website: www.douglas.cork.anglican.org     
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25th January, 2026


3rd Sun after the Epiphany














2nd Sunday before Lent








