[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.jpg]Church News




Collect 
Almighty Father,
whose will is to restore all things
in your beloved Son, the king of all:
Govern the hearts and minds of those in authority,
and bring the families of the nations,
divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin,
to be subject to his just and gentle rule;
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

First Reading: Joshua 24: 1-3a, 14-25

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many. I gave him Isaac;

‘Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.’

Then the people answered, ‘Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did 
those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.’

But Joshua said to the people, ‘You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you good.’ And the people said to Joshua, ‘No, we will serve the Lord!’ Then Joshua said to the people, ‘You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.’ And they said, ‘We are witnesses.’ He said, ‘Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.’ The people said to Joshua, ‘The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.’ So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.

Psalm: 78: 1-7

1  Hear my teaching, O my people; 
   incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

2  I will open my mouth in a parable; 
   I will pour forth mysteries from of old,

3  Such as we have heard and known, 
   which our forebears have told us.

4  We will not hide from their children,
      but will recount to generations to come, 
   the praises of the Lord and his power
      and the wonderful works he has done.

5  He laid a solemn charge on Jacob
      and made it a law in Israel, 
   which he commanded them to teach their children,

6  That the generations to come might know,
      and the children yet unborn, 
   that they in turn might tell it to their children;

7  So that they might put their trust in God 
   and not forget the deeds of God,
      but keep his commandments,
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord for ever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.

Gospel: Matthew 25: 1-13

Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the wise replied, “No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us.” But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.


Tuesday


Parish Book Club will meet at 11am in the hall beside St. Mary’s Church, Marmullane, Passage West.

Alpha Churches Together in Douglas will be hosting the Alpha Course in Ardfallen Methodist Church @ 7.30pm  
Future Notices
Ardfallen November Annual Fair will take place on Saturday, 14th November from 10.30am – 2.30pm in the Cork Methodist Church, Ardfallen Centre, Douglas. Tea, coffee & lunches available. Donations on the door to the Alzheimer Society of Ireland.

A lecture on Future Worlds Under Climate Change by Prof Robert Devoy, Professor Emiterius in Geography UCC, will take place in St. Michael’s Church, Blackrock on Wednesday, 25th November at 7pm. In the spirit of George Boole, a pioneering mathematician, Prof Devoy will give a public talk on climate change and the use of computer modelling.  Refreshments will be provided afterwards.

St. Nicholas Brass Band Annual Gala Concert will take place on Sunday, 22nd November at 4.30pm in St. Michael’s Church, Blackrock.  Come and join them for an afternoon of beautiful music.  Suitable for all ages. Tickets €15 at the door (children U16 are free)
Join our Douglas Union Community Whatsapp Group.  This is the best way to get up to date church information and it won’t clog up your notifications as it is ‘announcement’ only. Contact Emily O’Donoghue (Admin) on 087/2955520 for more details. The link to join is https://chat.whatsapp.com/KHrD4LQxEN15V14OqNs4df
Rev. Dr. William Olhausen    Tel: 087/1660356  E-mail:wolhausen@googlemail.com

Parish Office 

Tel: 4369578. E-mail: douglasofficecork@gmail.com (Friday mornings only)
Parish Website: www.douglas.cork.anglican.org     

�


8th November,2026


Remembrance Sunday


3rd Sunday before Advent














2nd Sunday before Lent








